
Antwaun Griffin  

Senior Government, Political and Communications Executive  
 President / Vice President / Director/ CEO / COO  
  

Performance-driven and highly motivated Political and Government Affairs professional with 10+ years 
of combined international trade, senior federal executive, government and legislative affairs experience. 
Expertise in managing large government programs and budgets, legislative and political strategies, as 
well as grass roots and grass tops advocacy campaigns.  Recognized for successfully implementing 
change management programs as well as exemplary communications and public speaking skills.  

 
 Areas of Expertise and Competency  
• Campaign Management 
• Training 
• Government Affairs  
• Legislative Relations  
• Public Policy Advocacy  
• Foreign Policy  
• Economic Policy  
• Economic Development  
• Internal/External Relations  
• International Relations  
• Research/Analysis  
• Strategic Planning  

(long/short-term)  

• Strategic Communications  
• Crisis Communications  
• Regulatory  

Compliance/Rule-Making  
• Team-Building/Motivation  
• Process  

Development/Improvement  
• Enterprise-wide Digital 

Strategy/Implementation  
• Public Speaker  
• On-the-Record Spokesperson  

• Instruction/Large 
Meeting Facilitation  

• Program Administration  
• Budget Planning & 

Execution  
• Resource Procurement & 

Allocation Modeling  
• Performance 

Management 
Improvement  

• Staff Management &  
Professional Development  

  

Professional Summary 
  

Senior Advisor for GOTV September 2020 - present 
Democratic National Committee Washington, DC 

Serves as a strategic advisor for the planning and implementation of the Biden For President and DNC’s Get Out 
The Vote (GOTV) efforts, with a focus on communities of color. Coordinates with the Biden for President 
Coalitions and Political teams on outreach to key stakeholders as it relates to GOTV programming.  Coordinate 
with the National GOTV Director, National Vote By Mail & Paid Programs Director, and National Organizing 
Director on key GOTV infrastructure throughout the targeted states.  

 
Virginia State Director June 2017 - June 2020 
For Our Future and For Our Future Action Fund Richmond, VA 
 

Chief campaign strategist and executive officer of a multi-million dollar statewide political action committee. 
Designs and executes communications and tactical voter contact programs consisting of door-to-door marketing, 
polling, direct mail, broadcast advertising, digital advertising, social media outreach and texting/phone-banking. 
Responsible for building and managing a statewide organization; and developing and executing a strategic issue 
advocacy and electoral campaign, ensuring that state and national investments are aligned and coordinated.  Also 
raises money from Virginia and national donors in order to strategically direct grants to community-based groups 
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that share For Our Future’s vision and goals.  Represents the organization in state political and labor coalitions via 
communication with the board and key allies. Manages consultants and vendors ensuring compliance with federal 
and state campaign finance and tax laws. 

● Leads a results-driven statewide team of communication, field and organizing professionals 
● Designed and directs an innovative grant-making program 
● Developing and managing the state budget 
● Performs outreach to in-state donors to raise money for program and operating budgets 

 
 
Deputy Assistant Secretary May 2012 – Oct. 2016 
International Trade Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce Washington, DC 
  
Served as a key member of the Administration’s trade promotion and economic policy team helping U.S. 
businesses increase exports, expand into new markets and compete globally. Coordinated with various cabinet 
agencies and officials in the planning and development of the Obama Administration's economic strategy for U.S. 
business including small and medium-sized enterprise development and finance.  Also worked with the Office of 
the U.S. Trade Representative, the Small Business Administration, Census, Patent and Trademark Office, State 
Department as well as the National Economic Council staff to advance the U.S. international trade and investment 
agenda at the federal, state and local levels.  
  

• Direct the day-to-day operations of the U.S. & Foreign Commercial Service’s nationwide network of 108 U.S. 
Export Assistance Centers  

• Work closely with U.S. Embassies and Consulates worldwide to help thousands of U.S. businesses each year 
develop global growth strategies and access key export markets.  

• Directly manage a staff of 300 international trade specialists and annual budget of $50 million  
• Develop and manage relationships with key Congressional members, state/local officials, business 

leaders, economic development organizations, chambers of commerce and industry groups.  
  
 
Senior Advisor Sept. 2009 - Oct. 2011 
U.S. Small Business Administration  Washington, DC  
  
Served as the primary liaison between the Obama Administration and SBA’s 114 Regional, District, and Branch 
Offices.  Coordinated and communicated policies, guidelines and operating procedures for the day-today 
management and operations of all U.S. field offices.  Planned and implemented a strategic staff and office 
reorganization as well as ongoing efforts to leverage information technology to further the agency’s mission. 
Planned extensively with administration officials and external stakeholders to ensure that SBA offices were 
advised of program and policy changes which impacted small businesses including The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, The Small Business Jobs Act, and The Affordable Care Act.   
  

• Represented the agency at meetings with high-ranking federal state/local officials, industry associations, 
foundations and community groups to enlist their participation and involvement in the effective marketing and 
delivery of SBA programs.  

• Liaised with White House, cabinet agencies, Members of Congress, and private sector stakeholders on key 
Administration initiatives.  

• Chief point of contact for SBA’s field offices and other federal agencies with economic development 
programs including (but not limited to) USDA, Commerce, HUD, State Department, White House Urban 
Affairs, Energy, and Transportation.  

  



 
Georgia State Director Jul. 2008 – Nov. 2008  
Obama for America Atlanta, Georgia  
 

Served as the head of the Obama campaign in Georgia, the nation’s 7th largest state.  Developed and executed a 
comprehensive campaign plan while managing a $6 million dollar operating budget and staff of roughly 200 
spread across 45 field offices. Served regularly as an "on the record" source for local and statewide media.  
• Managed all aspects of day-to-day campaign operations in a targeted Presidential battleground state.  
• Oversaw the staffing and administration of all departments including (but not limited to) communications, 

political, field, scheduling, and operations.  
• Participated in regular conference calls with national and regional campaign consultants and other senior 

campaign staff in HQ.  
 
 

National Political Director Oct. 2007 – Jul. 2008  
America Votes (AV) Washington, DC  
  
Served as chief political liaison for coalition of the nation’s largest issue-based membership organizations 
working collaboratively to develop a permanent grassroots infrastructure within the progressive community. 
Worked with the senior political staff of over 42 national and more than 260 state-based political and advocacy 
organizations to ensure that all political and non-profit campaign investments – human and financial – were 
aggregated and coordinated based on a joint collaborative planning process.  
  

• Partners included the nation’s largest advocacy groups including AFL-CIO, SEIU, Sierra Club, Planned 
Parenthood, NEA, NAACP Voter Fund, and Emily’s List, etc.  

• Responsible for inter-partner communications, planning national board meetings, chairing meetings of the 
national political directors of AV partners, recruiting new national partner organizations, and developing a 
voter protection program in the 14 states where AV maintains permanent full-time staff.  

• Successfully managed AV’s expansion into 4 new battleground states during the 2008 Presidential election 
cycle (NV, MO, VA, and FL).  

  

 
Southern Political Director   Mar. 2007 – Oct. 2007  
Chris Dodd for President                          Washington, DC 
 
• Managed and implemented the campaign’s political and strategic goals in 14 Southern states.  
• Lobbied Members of Congress, DNC members, state and local elected officials for political support.  Served 

as a liaison for endorsers, Democratic state party leadership, business leaders, and grassroots organizations.  
• Wrote political briefings and event memos for the Senator, Mrs. Dodd and other senior surrogates. 
• Planned and organized events for voter contact and outreach.  
• Researched issues for the political briefing book and debate prep sessions when necessary.  
• Staffed the candidate and surrogates during debates, candidates’ forums and political trips.  
  
 
Special Advisor Dec. 2006 – Mar. 2007  
Office of U.S. Rep. Robert C. Scott (VA-3) Washington, DC  
  

• Advised senior Democratic member and Committee (Judiciary, Education & Labor) staff on various projects 
in both the legislative and district offices.  

• Updated and maintained the district media list for use by the Press Secretary and other senior staff.  
• Developed and maintained a database of organizations and constituent groups at the district level.  



• Worked with district staff to develop a comprehensive service and outreach plan for constituents who had 
either moved or been redistricted into the Third District.  

• Conducted legislative research and interfaced with state and local officials on the members’ behalf.   
  

 Additional Presidential and Congressional  
Campaign Experience  

  
Event Manager Dec. 2008 – Jan. 2009  
Presidential Inaugural Committee  
  

Washington, DC  

Campaign Manager  Mar. 2004 – Nov. 2004  
Bobby Scott for Congress  Newport News, Virginia  

 

State Political Director  Jul. 2003 – Mar. 2004  
Edwards for President  
  

Virginia/Ohio   

Regional Campaign Coordinator  Nov.2002 – Dec.2002  
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee  
  

Shreveport, Louisiana  

 Additional State and Local Experience  
  
Regional Campaign Director  November 2006  
Democratic Party of Virginia Newport News, VA  

   
Deputy Campaign Director Aug. 2006 – Sep. 2006 
Maryland Voter Access Committee  
  

Annapolis, Maryland  

Campaign Manager  Jun. 2006 – Jul. 2006  
Stuart Simms for Attorney General  
  

Baltimore, Maryland  

Deputy Campaign Manager  Aug. 2005 – Jun. 2006  
Duncan-Simms for Maryland  
  

Silver Spring, Maryland  

Legislative Coordinator  Jan. 2005 – Apr. 2005  
Virginia Legislative Black Caucus  Richmond, Virginia  
  
Regional Coordinator for Central Florida  

 
Aug. 2002 – Nov. 2002  

Florida Democratic Party  
  

Orlando, Florida  

Information Coordinator   Nov. 1998 – Aug. 2002  
Office of the Richmond Commonwealth’s Attorney  
  

Richmond, Virginia  

  
Education  

  
University of Virginia.  Charlottesville, VA.  Echol’s Scholar Interdisciplinary B.A. 1997. Areas of 

Concentration: American Government, Economics, and American History.  
  

References Available Upon Request   




